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Cleft Palate
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Cleft ip and cleft palate, which can also occur together as cleft lip and palate are variations
of a type of clefting congenital deformity caused by abnormal facial development during
gestation This type of deformity is sometimes referred 1o as a cleft. A cleft is a sub-division
in the body’s natural structure, regularly formed before birth
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Spina Bifida

Spina bifida (Latin: “split spine”) is a developmental birth defect involving the neural tube:
incomplete closure of the embryonic neural tube results in an incompletely formed spinal cord
In addition, the vertebrae overlying the open portion of the spinal cord do not fully form and
remain unfused and open
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